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Director’s Report for 1960 Gives 
Many Interesting Statistics 


Annually since the enactment of the Selective 
Service Act of 1948, the Director of the Selec- 
tive Service System has submitted a report to 
Congress at the end of each fiscal year. The 
most recent report, that for the Fiscal Year 
1960, has recently appeared. 

These reports offer abrief and comprehen- 
sive picture of what the Selective Service Sys- 
tem is all about. The functions of the System, 
it is pointed out, falllargely ''under four head- 
ings: 

1, Procurement of manpower for the active 
and reserve components of the Armed Forces 
through voluntary and involuntary methods. 

2. Responsibilities in connection with the 
Standby Reserve, including the evaluation and 
determination of availability for recall to active 
duty in an emergency. 

3. The channeling of registrants, by means 
of deferment from military training and service, 
into many endeavors, occupations, skills, ac- 
tivities and the like, in the national interest. 

4. Maintenance of a current inventory on 
military manpower resources to improve the 
Nation's posture in relation to a potential emer- 
gency, and planning collaterally to operate Se- 
lective Service under any possible condition or 
circumstance which might arise inthe future, "' 

The report shows that as of June 30, 1960, 
there were 16, 278 registrants who were classed 
as conscientious objectors, that is either in 
Class I-O, I-W, or I-W released, The figure 
a year earlier had been 15,692, however, a 
comparison with the former report seems to 
indicate that a considerable number of CO's 
must have gone into other categories such as 
the overage group where they are not identi- 
fiableas CO's. Although there were 5, 403men 
holding the I-W released classification on June 


30, 1958, and 1,784 1-W's atwork at that time, 
on June 30, 1960 there were 5, 687 menclassed 
I-W released, although all the men serving two 
years earlier had by this time been released. 

At the end of the report period Selective 
Service had a record of 22, 830, 000 living reg- 
istrants. Tables inthe report give the classi- 
fication status of registrants by state and by age. 
Also, one table shows the number of local draft 
boards per state and the average number of 
persons inducted per local board. Other infor- 
mative tables and statistics are given. 


(Continued on page 4) 


French Objectors Jailed 
for Protest 


In Paris, French officials imprisoned four- 
teen young citizens who claimed only the name 
Jacques Muir when apprehended in their protest 
against the arrest of the real Jacques Muir, who 
refused to do his military duty. They had 
chained themselves to the railings of the Cluny 
Museum and displayed a banner proclaiming, 
"For Peace in Algeria by public service. '' The 
"Peace News" account of the story draws ex- 
tensively from the London ''Times"' whose cor- 
respondent had first reported the story. 

All fourteen insisted they were Jacques Muir, 
and police, taking this at face value, charged 
them under the names of Jacques Muir l, 
Jacques Muir 2, and soon. The two girls in 
the party each were chargedas Jacqueline Muir. 

The group is a part of the Action Civique 
Non-violente, and was prepared to spend. two 
yearsor even more working for France inpos- 
itive and peaceful ways. Many of them, after 
returning their draft notices, went to live ina 
Moslem shanty town on the outskirts of Paris 
to teach and practice person-to-person recon- 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 
—Robert B. Myers, 
NSBRO Attorney- Advisor 


YAICH v. U.S., CCA9, 283 F2d 613, de- 
cided August 2, 1960, rehearing denied Dec- 
ember 7, 1960. Emil Yaich, a Jehovah's Wit- 
ness, was found guilty in the District Court 
(California) and sentenced to a year and a day. 
Upon appeal, the decision was affirmed. At- 
torney Tietz represented Emil Yaich. 

The facts are as follows: Yaich registered 
in June 1951, and was classified I-A in Dec- 
ember 1951, After a numberof student defer- 
ments, and some eight days before he was due 
to be inducted on March 2, 1956, he asked for 
a I-Oclassification. This request was denied, 
and he refused induction, was indicted, tried 
and found not guilty. Thereafter, he sought 
both the IV-D and the I-O classification, and 
was granted [-O. 

During negotiations for placementin civilian 
work, he advised the board in writing that he 
would refuse all types of civilian employment 
in lieuofinduction. Afterhe refusedto report, 
he was indicted, tried and found guilty. Heap- 
pealed andasked for a reversalon the grounds 
(1) that some of the civilian work offered was 
not on the approved list, (2) that no list of Ad- 
visors had been posted at the board, (3) that 
certain data in his Selective Service file should 
not have been admitted into evidence, and (4) 
that he had not been allowed by the Trial Court 
to make a statement in his own behalf and to 
present information in mitigation of sentence. 

The Appeal Court ruled that even if the ci- 
vilian work offered was not on the approved 
list, the appellant "having categorically refused 
any type of civilian work is in no position to 
claim prejudice.'' With regard to Advisors, 
the Court stated that in May 1955, the Regula- 
tions on this were changed from shall appoint 
to may appoint, and anyway, the registrant had 
not shown that he was prejudiced by the absence 
of Advisors. The Courtalso said thatthe reg- 


istrant hadineffect waivedhis right, after tri- 
al, to make a statement in his own behalf and 
to present information in mitigation of sentence 
because he had not insisted on being given an 
opportunity to do so. The Court further over- 
ruled defense counsel's objection to introduc- 
tion intoevidence of certain material in the reg- 
istrant's file, concluding that it was admis- 
sible as authenticated public documents. 


I-W Doctor a Lifesaver for 
Thailand Hospital 


A young Mennonite doctor on alternative 
service assignment in Thailand is proving a 
lifesaver in more than one way to a Christian 
hospital there. James Steiner, M. D., of 
Sterling, Ohio, began medical service at the 
Prae Christian Hospital in the town of Prae in 
the north central part of Thailand in January 
1960. The population of the town is about 50,000. 
Situated inafertile valley which is surrounded 
by mountains, the economy and the society are 
primarily agricultural. The hospital services 
a population of about 300, 000. 

Though the hospitalis entirely self-support- 
ing, with maintenance, repair, equipment, ex- 
pansion and operating costs during the past ten 
years coming entirely from local donors and 
hospital receipts, the hospital was threatened 
with immediate termination of services because 
of a government demand that the hospital direc- 
tor have afirst-class license. The Thai Chris- 
tian doctor who was in charge for many years, 
and built up the reputation of the institution in 
the community, had only a second-class doctor's 
certificate. 

The son of the Thai doctor is now studying 
medicine in the United States and hopes to re- 
turn in July 1963 with the proper qualifications 
to take over the responsibility for the hospital. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Steiner who passed examina- 
tions entitling him to a Thai medical license is 
offering his services. 

As licensed head and director of the hospital, 
Dr. Steinerisdirectly responsible to the Med- 
ical Committee of the Churchof Christ in Thai- 
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land. There are nine organized Church of 
Christ in Thailand churches in the Prae area, 
with 1500 communicant members. Missionary 
activity in the area beganin 1893, Itwas opened 
by ''the pioneer of North Siam, "' the Rev. Daniel 
McGilvary, a Presbyterian missionary of whom 
it is said that "neither Carey nor Judson sur- 
passed him in strength of faith and zeal of pur - 
pose. '' Medical work began in 1895 and expanded 
into a large and well respected institution. In 
1958 the hospital cared for 5400 outpatients and 
1560 inpatients. Near the hospital is also a 
Christian school for 960 girls. 

The Mennonite Central Committee, which 
arranged for the assignment to this work, noted 
in its initial report that Thailand, with a popu- 
lation of 22,000,000 in 1958 had 3, 128 doctors 
and 4, 387 nurses. Seventy-five per cent of the 
doctors and 57 per cent of the hospital beds 
were located in Bangkok, where there was one 
doctor for every 600 persons. In the provinces 
there was one doctor to each 25,000 or 30,000 
persons, 


Leader Says Church Youth Make 
Unique Contribution Abroad 


"It is clear that the youth of our church, 
though often untrained and with a non-technical 
background, have a unique contribution to make," 
writes Robert W. Good, European Pax Director 
for the Mennonite Central Committee, in re- 
viewing the work of Mennonite I-W's overseas. 
Though written for aquarterly MCC report re- 
leased in December, these sentiments about 
American youth seem to be echoed in the current 
discussions of and plans for a Youth Peace 
Corps. 

However, one dimension represented in the 
work of I-W'sabroadunder church sponsorship 
promises not to appear ina governmentdirected 
program, namely the idea of Christian witness 
through one's work, and in hours off duty. To 
be sure, this spiritual dimension will not be 
entirely absentif the participants as individuals 
hold religious beliefs, as do the majority of 
Americans. 

"After almost a decade of working and ex- 
perimenting with the I-W alternative to univer- 
sal military conscription, '' Good says, "it is 
evident that the potential peace witness of 
Christ's love for man andthe proclamation that 
'God is Love' is unmeasureably great." 

Given as examples of the type of thing men 
in alternative service have doneare "'the com- 
munities that have been built in Germany with 


calloused hands by Paxmen in overalls. Ties 
of love between our brethren have taken firm 
root, choruses and Sunday Schools have been 
started whichare now apart of church activity, 
churches have literally been built. InGreece," 
Good notes, ''villagers are acquainted with im- 
proved breeds of stock, better field production, 
food preservation. Grecians love and respect 
Paxmen because oftheir witness to God's love 
on a practical, day by day basis. Churches in 
many places have become aware of responsi- 
bility for peace concerns because of a simple 
Pax testimony of Christian love and concern. " 

The article further points out the necessity 
to aim for cooperationin such work, that is, to 
"work with" rather than to "work for" other 
peoples. Then too, there is a need to expand 
"the testimony that hard working, sincere young 
men have left in previous years. '' New oppor- 
tunities will present themselves, "and it is to 
these frontiers of tension and need that our 
Paxmen can respond witha life of humble ded- 
ication and a witness of hard work to prepare 
the way for the Christian proclamation, "' 


French Objectors, Cont'd. 


ciliation. 

They have said they are prepared to fight 
disease or the desert in Algeria itself, but not 
Algerians. However, French law makes no 
provision for conscientious objection, and when 
they are caught, pacifists go to prison. 

"It seems a pity, '' wrote the ''Times'"' cor- 
respondent, ''that the energy and self-sacrifice 
of some of these young pacifists cannot be more 
profitably used. After all, a large part of the 
Army's work in Algeria at the moment consists 
of tasks that would normally belong to the civil 
administration, or even to private charity.... 
Recently, indeeda young man deserted because 
he had been transferred from a fighting unit to 
the S. A. S., or administrative section. 

"Perhaps a profitable transfer could have 
been arranged between him and some conscence 
stricken younginfantry man. Better still, why 
not a ‘Jacques Muir brigade' for welfare work 
in Algeria?'"' 


News Briefs 


Among those closely associated with the 
United Nations relief effort in the Congois Allen 
Horst, I-W from South English, Iowa. Horst, 
a Mennonite, is working with the Congo Prot- 
estant Relief Agency whichwas set upafter the 
emergency arose there todeal with the physical 








needs which followed the initial turmoil, and 
continue with the failure to bring about normal 
conditions in the country. Large portions of 
the distributions have gone to Baluba refugees. 
The Relief Agency has also been asked to dis- 
tribute foodtohospitals anddispensaries. The 
United Nations workers have sought the aid and 
advice of church personnel in getting their pro- 
gram started, and in fact, CPRA trucks were 
the first to distribute food flown in by the U N 
shortly before Christmas Working agreements 
have evolved which fit the Protestant relief 
effort into the larger programin a satisfactory 
way. 
% * * 

Danish conscientious objectors have offered 
to workin international aid schemes instead of 
the civil labor camps which are the present 
alternative to military service, according to an 
item in the ''Peace News, "' 

a * * 

A news report from Los Angeles, California 
indicates that 24year-old Stanley Lucien Rhodes 
was sentenced there to three years imprison- 
ment for failing to report for induction into the 
army. Rhodes said he did not report because 
he was a conscientious objector. There is no 
indication in the reportof his religious affilia- 
tion or of his classification history. Rhodes 
was sentenced at the end of January, though he 
had been arrested on December 21. 

ok * * 

A top-level committee which studied the 
French economy had some suggestions in re- 
spect to the organization and length of military 
service. The report of the committee dealt 
with a variety of rigidities which hold back the 
expansion of the economy in certain sectors. 


The so-called Rueff-Armand Committee, ap- 
pointed by the government in late 1959, among 
other things suggested that draftees be called 
for only two years of service, and that this be 
between the ages of 18 and 20. At thistime the 
young men are presumed to be in their best 
physical health. Also, this would fall at the 
time those who are planning to enter the uni- 
versities had completed their prior schooling. 

The committee also recommeded that those 
teachers who are conscripted should continue 
teaching during their service, either in the 
schools of the towns where the men are sta- 
tioned, or in classes of draftees and enlisted 
men. In general, the committee favored an 
expanded educational and vocational program 
for men in the French armed forces. 

* * * 

Mennonite workers in Algeria, including 
Sanford Kauffman of Fairview, Michigan and 
Emery Yoder of Hutchinson, Kansas, who are 
doing alternative service there, reported a 
heightening of political tension there at the 
beginning of the year. Some of these tensions 
made the work of a French missionary in the 
group especially difficult. Doing relief work 
and teaching school, she found children coming 
to school tense and drawnand scarcely able to 
sleep at night for fear of being massacred. 


Director’s Report, Cont'd. 

Thisis the 12th ina series covering Selective 
Service operations since June 24, 1948. Copies 
of the Annual Report of the Director of Selec- 
tive Service for the Fiscal Year 1960, are a- 
vailable from The Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington 25, D. C. The price of a single 
copy is 40 cents. 
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